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the notion that the jihad of the Shabab leadership was more 
for the sake of hizbiyyah and taqlid rather than fighting for 


the clear shari objective. 


The leadership officially endorses Dhawahiri in general. 
However, individual leaders may not hold his deviant views 
with regards to Morsi, Hamas, the Rafidah, or the Sahwah. 
This highlights the fact that their supposed relationship 
with al-Qaidah is merely a political game to protect the 
authority of the Shabab leadership currently in control of 
the movement. 


1 و 
Dhawahir - A confused man witha‏ 
confusing leadership structure‏ 





en 


Dabiq: How have the “General Guidelines for Jihad” by 
Dhawahiri affected the jihad in Somalia? Does Harakat ash- 
Shabab follow the feeble policies he orders? 


Aba Muharib: In reality, it has no effect because the Shabab 
leadership sees Dhawahiri as simply a symbolic figure who 
has no real control of affairs. Internally, Shabab policy mak- 
ers act independently in accordance with alleged interests. 
Like I said before, the bay’ah to al-Qaidah and being un- 
der Dhawahiri are used as a political tool by the leadership 
to sideline and dismantle internal political strife. Examples 
of this include the dissolving of the Shura body under the 
pretext of “taking orders” from al-Qaidah, and on the other 
side of the coin, “We can't be under the Khilafah as we are 
under Dhawahiri...” 


Dabiq: Does the Shabab leadership consider the Islamic 
State to be Khawarij? What is their stance towards the Tali- 
ban hoax and the concealment of Mulla “‘Umar’s death? 


Aba Muharib: Only a few leaders may consider the Islamic 
State to be Khawarij, but this is not the mainstream view. 
As for the Taliban hoax, then it was severely embarrassing 
for the Shabab leadership, as they had no explanation for it. 
This also reinforced the confusing paradigm that existed for 
years for which there was never a real explanation. I refer 
to the Shabab-under-Dhawahiri-under-Taliban paradigm, 
a concept never comprehended by the Shabab soldiers. 


DABIOQ 


This month, Dabiq had the opportunity to interview a 
mujahid stationed in Somalia who has given bay’ah to the 
Khalifah (hafidhahullah). We present our questions and his 


responses below.’ 


Dabigq: How is the support for the Khilafah on the ground 


in Somalia? 


Aba Muharib: Alhamdullilah, the situation in Somalia is 
currently very fluid and fast moving, with several groups 
already defecting from Harakat ash-Shabab in southern So- 
malia and others waiting. Groups in northern Somalia have 
also openly declared bayah. Some groups at the present 
stage cannot openly declare bay’ah due to security reasons 
and other factors. However, there is a phase of coordination 
and cooperation currently being undertaken in order to 
achieve a synchronized media effort, tactical maneuvering 
of forces, and securing of logistics to achieve strategic aims. 


Insha’allah, this will be soon. 


Dabiq: Are there regions in Somalia outside the control 
of the apostate government and the crusaders? What is the 
military situation on the ground? Who are the major ene- 
mies to the jihad mission in the region? 


Aba Muharib: Currently there is a crusader AMISOM 
(African Union Mission in Somalia) presence in Somalia 
backing the apostate government. ‘There are regions outside 
the control of the apostate government and the crusaders 
which are either with Harakat ash-Shabab or are effectively 
a “no man’s land” — this being mainly in the countryside — 
with a tribal presence but limited or no presence of either 
the movement or the government. 


The main enemies to the jihad mission in the region are 
AMISOM — mainly Ethiopians, Kenyans, Ugandans, and 
Burundians who also oppress the Muslim populations liv- 
ing in those lands — their murtadd lackeys in Somalia, and 
the Americans via their surveillance, drone program, and 
logistical support for their proxies. 


Dabiq: Why is Harakat ash-Shabab still with al-Qaidah? 
What is their opinion on Dhawahiri’s leadership of al- 
Qaidah? Do they believe as Dhawahiri believes that the 
laymen Rafidah, Morsi, the Hamas government, and the 
nationalist and Saudi sahwat are “Muslims”? 


Aba Muharib: Harakat ash-Shabab’s choice of still being 
with al-Q@idah has baffled its many sincere soldiers at all 
levels, hence the current continuing reality of mass defec- 
tions and political turmoil. This outcome is the result of 
the leadership contradicting its official rhetoric of working 
for the revival of khilafah. It did this by refusing advice and 


ignoring the appeals of its soldiers to give bay’ah when the 
Khilafah was finally established. This matter has reinforced 


' Note: This interview was held before the recent wave of bay’at from 
various Shabab groups and individuals to the Islamic State. Accordingly, 
the situation on the ground has changed significantly since then. 


movement or anyone who is perceived to have destabilized 
the unity of the soldiery under their hold. Secondly, af- 
ter the Khilafah announcement, they have utilized several 
methods to deter, oppress, and terrorize those mujahidin 
in their ranks who support the Khilafah. These methods 
include imprisoning the Khilafah supporters, raiding their 
houses to cause them fear, isolating them, and using finan- 
cial punishments such as cutting allowances for their fami- 
lies as a pressure tactic to force them to compromise. Sadly, 
these allowances were raised from Muslims for the sake of 
jihad, not for the purpose of waging a campaign against the 


Khilafah. 


They have also forced many mujahidin to attend their 
“shart” courses in an attempt to create doubts about the 
Khilafah amongst the soldiers. They have also several times 
banned distribution of Islamic State videos but reversed this 
ban due to the sheer popularity of the Islamic State’s media. 
Through their security department, they have made intim- 
idating phone calls and threatening SMS messages to vari- 
ous Khilafah supporters. Despite all this, the drive towards 
bay’ah is phenomenal and is maintaining an explosive pace. 
The soldiers continue to take the risk and defect, seeking to 
join any of the newly formed Khilafah battalions. 


Dabiq: A lot of muhajirin have left Somalia, some of them 
coming to Sham for the Islamic State. What is the reason 
for this? Do they continue to leave Somalia for Sham? 


Aba Muharib: Since the announcement of the Khilafah, 
many muh§jirin have left to Sham and Yemen, while others 
had also been trying to leave. The strongest reason was the 
issue of the Khilafah and the Shabab leadership not giving 
bay’ah. As for those entering Somalia now and those re- 
maining here, then the bulk of these muhAjirin are from the 
neighboring East African countries, as the closest place for 
them to perform hijrah to is Somalia. 


Dabiq: What is the attitude of the Muslim commoners in 
Somalia towards the Khilafah? What is the attitude of the 
soldiers and leaders of Harakat ash-Shabab towards the Is- 


lamic State? 


Aba Muharib: ‘The scholars, knowledge seekers, and many 
of the commoners support the Khilafah and are immensely 
excited about it. The vast majority of the Shabab soldiers 
support the Khilafah. However, the Shabab leadership fears 


and despises it. 


Dabiq: How was the reaction of the Shabab leadership to- 
wards the fitnah video of the hizbi ‘Azzam al-Amriki that 
was leaked online in which he openly but indirectly criti- 
cized them? 


Aba Muharib: The leadership criticized the leaked video as 
being made by someone who did not know the ground re- 
alities despite their claim that they are under al-Qaidah. No 
doubt the Khurasani “leadership” knows very little about 





Locally the Shabab — in certain matters — acted as an Islamic 
emirate, such as the bay’ah to its leader being considered 
wajib and the policy of killing any armed opposition or di- 
visive defection. In other issues, it acted as an organization, 
as being an official branch of al-Qaidah. And in other mat- 
ters, they possessed their own independent policies on the 
ground. So what was the role of Mulla “Umar in all of this? 
Was his opinion ever sought on any matter? Or is he yet an- 
other symbolic figure? Why was the bay’ah not simply given 
to him if he was truly the supreme leader for all these years? 
Why was it instead given to the Shabab leader? 


The Taliban hoax and the bay’at by al-Qaidah to a dead 
man highlighted the deception that al-Qaidah regional 


leaders are capable of. 


Dabiq: Do you have any criticism of the manhaj of the 
Shabab leadership? 


Aba Muharib: There is no criticism of the official manhaj 
of Harakat ash-Shabab upon which it was founded. How- 
ever, I believe the leadership should fear Allah with regards 
to abandoning their founding principles and fanatically 
holding onto personal opinions and hizbiyyah. They should 
not forget what happened to the jihad factions in Iraq and 
Sham who followed such a path. We seek refuge with Allah 
from such befalling them. It should also be noted that at 
the height of its power and consolidation, the movement 
did not implement the Shari'ah fully when it had the ability 
to do so. For example, it never fully banned qat (a narcotic 
drug chewed by some locals) and implemented a number 
of questionable policies all in the name of a loosely defined 
“maslahah” and to preserve “popular support.” 


Dabiq: How does Harakat ash-Shabab deal with the Mus- 
lims and mujahidin who give bay’ah to the Khilafah? How 
is the drive towards bay’ah to the Islamic State? 


Aba Muharib: Firstly, it is the known policy of the Shabab 
leadership to kill any armed group who defects from their 
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Aba Muharib: Our advice is simply to fear Allah with re- 
gards to their jihad, and to ask themselves, where is the ji- 
had in Somalia under the Shabab leadership going? Was the 
blood of the shuhada’ spilled in order for you to recognize 
Iran as a “Muslim” state and the Rafidah as your “broth- 
ers’? Are you really fighting for khilatah? Were all the sac- 
rifices made only to abandon wala and bara and to pursue 
Sykes-Picot politics under Mulla Akhtar and his nationalist 
agenda? And ask yourselves, who really is in charge of you? 
Is it Aba “Ubaydah? Dhawahiri? Or Mulla Akhtar? Or all 
of them together at once?! Is it not time to do what is cor- 
rect and give bay’ah to the Khalifah, thereby freeing yourself 
from this confusion, deviation, taqlīd, and hizbiyyah, and 
thereby really supporting and saving the jihād in Somalia? 


Ask yourselves, did not Harakat ash-Shabāb force other 
groups in Somalia to unite under them even through the 
use of force such as was the case with Hizbul-Islam? So why 
does Harakat ash-Shabab itself now refrain from unity un- 
der the greater jama ah? 


Dabiq: Do you have advice for the Muslims living in the 
Khilafah? 


Aba Muharib: | advise the Muslims to be steadfast and pa- 
tient, and to constantly make shukr as they are inshaallah 
living in the dawn of a new era. They should support the 
Khilafah in any way they can and not forget to make dua’. 


Dabiq: Do you have advice for the Somalis living in the 
West? 


Aba Muharib: My advice is for them to do hijrah to the 
lands of the Khilafah. Those who cannot should strike the 
kafır enemies of the Khilafah wherever they reside. And 


likewise, no one is excused from supporting the Khilafah 


with their du’a, dawah, and wealth. 
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the situation here in Somalia, still the fitnah video sank the 
Shabab soldiers further into confusion with regards to the 


relationship between ash-Shabab and al-Qaidah. 


Dabiq: Do you have advice for Harakat ash-Shabab and 


the Muslim commoners in Somalia? 


Aba Muharib: My advice is for everyone to fulfill the ob- 
ligation and give bay’ah to the Khalifah, Amirul-Mu’minin 
Abū Bakr al-Husayni al-Baghdadi, to be with the Jama’ah 
and the Imam of the Muslims. Allah & said, {And hold 
firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become 
divided} [Ali ‘Imran: 103]. Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman && 
said, “The people used to ask Rastlullah @ about good and 
I used to ask him about evil, fearing it might reach me. So 
I said, ʻO Rastlullah, we were in jahiliyyah and evil, then 
Allah brought us this good, so is there evil after this good?’ 
He said, “Yes. I said, “Is there any good after that evil?’ He 
said, ‘Yes, and it will be tainted.’ I said, ‘What is its taint? 
He said, ‘A people who follow other than my Sunnah, and 
take as guidance other than my guidance. You recognize 
good and evil from them.’ I said, ‘Is there any evil after that 
good?’ He said, “Yes, callers at the gates of Hellfire, they will 
throw into Hellfire whoever answers their call to it.’ I said, 
‘O Rasilullah, describe them to us.’ He said, “They are a 
people from our skin who speak with our tongues.’ I said, 
‘O Rasilullah, what do you advise I do if I reach that time.’ 
He said, “Stick to the jama’ah [the khilafah] of the Muslims 
and their imam [the khalifah].’ I said, “What if they have 
no jamaah nor imam?’ He said, “Then abandon all of those 
sects even if you have to bite the root of a tree until death 
comes upon you while you are in that condition” [Report- 


ed by al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 


Dabiq: Do you have advice for those hizbiyyin who have 
remained under the banners of “al-Qaidah,” “Taliban,” and 


other factions? 
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‘One of the many groups of 
Shabab fighters who gave 
~-bay’ah to the Khaliah 


